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Open 7 days  
a week
9.30am –  
5.30pm

Award-winning  

smokehouse

Peek a boo

Find us in Tarves, Ellon, Aberdeenshire 
AB41 7NU. We’re at the junction of the 
B999 and B9170, north of Tarves, 1 mile 
from Haddo House – towards Oldmeldrum. 
Use our GPS Coordinates to find us,  
N 57  23.387, E 2  15.098.

With the promise of exhilarating outdoor adventures  
and fine Scottish food and drink,  a visit to Formartine’s  

is always time well spent.

Choose from the best artisan products 
sourced from local suppliers at our shop, 
or enjoy award-winning food in our eatery. 
Follow the trail and explore our stunning 
woodland and historic grounds. And our 
adventure playground is just the place for 
young imaginations, and big kids, to run 
wild in the fresh air...

S H O P  . E A T  . W A L K  . P L A Y

W W W . F O R M A R T I N E S . C O M

How to find us

126 High Street, Aberlour Speyside  AB389NX
01340871457          07766704910

www.still-life-studio.co.uk

STILL LIFE STUDIO
PICTURE FRAMER & GALLERY



TIME WAS, not so long ago, when distilling was 
a dark art. All those mysterious rows of drab, 
windowless stores (the bonded warehouses), the 
trademark pagoda roofs, even the manicured 
lawns, all were out of bounds to the casual visitor. 
 Then everything changed. Someone 
realised that the dark art could become a prime 
tourist attraction and visitor centres, gift shops 
and restaurants all began to blossom within the 
confines of these once forbidden areas.
 And yet – not all distilleries lend 
themselves to becoming visitor attractions. In 

some cases it is the physical layout that militates 
against it. In others it is the scale and the precise 
nature of the activities – so signs like the one 
above, seen at the Auchroisk distllery, are 
necessary.
 Serious whisky connoisseurs watch out 
for the rare opportunities when they might be 
able to legitimately sidestep the ban and ‘bag’ 
one of these secret places. What to look out for? 
Occasional ‘Doors Open’ days present an excellent 
opportunity.   
They tend to occur in the autumn. Watch out! 
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Tigerlily
Thai chinese cuisine

OPENING HOURS
Tuesday - Thursday y 4-9pm
Friday & Saturday y 2-10pm

Sunday y 4pm-8pm
CLOSED MONDAYS

T: 01651 871651
URQUHART ROAD, OLDMELDRUM, AB51 0EX

Come and enjoy 
a dram from our 
fine selection 
of Single Malts 
including our 
own Single Cask 
Malt “Laird’s”.

Our well established restaurant offers a full menu for lunch and 
evening meal daily and all day at weekends. 
Find us in Methlick  in the heart of Castle Country and close to 
the Whisky Trail. 

We hope you will visit and enjoy the experience!
YTHANVIEW HOTEL, METHLICK, AB41 7DT                    

T: 01651 806235 • E: info@ythanviewhotel.co.uk
Proprietor Jay Allan

YTHANVIEW HOTEL

Our Visitor Centre incorporates a permanent exhibition,
a Video Programme featuring Hector McDram

a snack bar and shop.

OPEN ALL YEAR
Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm

Easter to September - Saturday 10am - 4pm
July to August - Monday to Friday 9am - 6pm

Saturday 10am - 4pm. Sunday 12pm - 4pm
October to Easter - Saturday, Sunday and Evenings by arrangement

BEN NEVIS DISTILLERY (FORT WILLIAM) LTD.,
Lochy Bridge • Fort William • PH33 6TJ

Tel: 01397 702476 • Fax: 01397 702768

• Award-Winning Independent Bottlers
• Bottle your own whisky in-store
• Friendly, knowledgeable staff
• 1,000s of Whiskies including collectables
• Selling your collection? Contact us.
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artWORK 

www.artwork.co.uk

West Highland
Wayfarer

www.westhighlandwayfarer.co.uk

THEWhisky 
Trailer

www.whiskytrailer.co.uk

www.northernbooks.co.uk

CHECK OUT 
OUR OTHER 

TITLES

Email:redgarth1@aol.com • www.redgarth.com

Family run inn serving home cooked local produce. Six en-suite rooms 

(visit Scotland 4 star rated),enjoying panoramic views.
Cask conditioned ale, range of malt whisky and fine wines always available.

Kirk Brae, Oldmeldrum, Aberdeenshire  AB51 0DJ
Tel. 01651 872353

The train now standing… \Welcome – or not?

IN THE HEYDAY of the 
railways there were branch 
lines everywhere – with 
most distilleries boasting 
their own branch and goods 
sidings.

Aberfeldy was no ex-
ception, but come the 60s 
(and that nice Dr Beeching) 
and many distilleries lost 
their vital connection. 

Thus it is that visitors to 
the Perthshire distillery are 
greeted with the sight above 
of a ‘stranded’ steam engine 

preserved on its own short 
stretch of track.

Not everywhere, how-
ever, has lost out. Thanks 
to the drive of a group of 
enthusiasts what was prob-
ably the classic whisky line 
has been restored, at least 
for passenger use. 

The Keith & Dufftown 
Railway (www.keith-duff-
town-railway.co.uk) does 
just what it says on the tin: 
it runs services between the 
classic centre of the whisky 
trade and a point close to 
the network at Keith. 

Meanwhile, from 
Aviemore you can ride a 
restored steam engine on 
the Strathspey Railway 
tasting local drams as you 
progress through the lush 
countryside on this former 
celebrated Whisky Line. 

Details: 
www.strathspeyrailway.co.uk
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www.northernbooks.co.uk

For more information contact
87 High Street, Aberlour AB38 9QB 

Tel (01340) 871287
info@aberlourhotel.co.uk
www.aberlourhotel.co.uk

Relaxed and Friendly 
Surroundings  

in our Restaurant  
and Dining Area

ReSTAuRAnT HouRS: 
Monday – Thursday 12 noon-2 pm and 5 pm-9 pm 

Friday – Sunday 12 noon-9 pm

19 en-SuiTe 
RoomS

(All non smoking)

THe ABeRlouR HoTel 

Deep in the Spey Valley, Knockando 
Woolmill continues an unbroken 200 
year old tradition, producing woven 

fabric on its historic looms.

Visitor Centre, Shop & Café 
 

Open Tuesday - Sunday
10am - 4pm

www.knockandowoolmill.org.uk

HUNTLY FRAMERS
Are celebrating 23 years in Business

24 Gordon Street Huntly

01466 792323  
Email: mailto:info@galleryi.co.ukl

Established July 1994
A large range of Picture framing available for all tastes and 
budgets, 23 years experience in the art and framing industry, 
a service conducted by local people in all aspects of picture 
framing. Gallery area to display and sell local artist work.
Main Aberdeenshire Artist  agent for the country’s leading 
and best selling artists, Jack Vettriano, Jennifer Hogwood, 
JoLoMo and many more.

WE specialise in Home consultancy ,
conservation framing, Art advise, Investment art.

Supported by our larger branch 

galleryi of Inverurie 
www.galleryi.co.uk

£20.00 Gift voucher
WHEN YOU SPEND £50.00 OR MORE

EXPERIENCE THE ‘SOFTER SIDE OF THE 
HIGHLANDS’ AT TOMATIN DISTILLERY 
WITH A QUALITY RANGE OF TOURS & 
AWARD WINNING MALTS AVAILABLE.  

APR TO OCT: 9:30 - 17:30, MON – SUN  
NOV TO MAR: 10:00 - 16:00, MON – SAT 

       AND 12:00 – 16:00, SUN

TOMATIN, INVERNESS-SHIRE, IV13 TOMATIN, INVERNESS-SHIRE, IV13 7YT  
TEL: 01463 248 144

VISITORS@TOMATIN.COM
WWW.TOMATIN.COM/ABOUT

OPEN 7 DAYS 
ALL YEAR ROUND

THERE CAN’T be many 
Hollywood stars who started 
out in life working in a 
distillery in Elgin. 
 Yet for Kevin McKidd 
his life went a kind of full 
circle, after shooting to fame 
in the original Trainspotting 
(he wasn’t in the latest T2 
movie as his character died 
the first time round) he 
has since starred in many 
blockbuster hits, from Brave, 
the animated film with Kelly 
McDonald to Hannibal 
Rising.
 He was more recently 
photographed for the 

Macallan Masters of 
Photography series by Annie 
Leibovitz.
 It was his early days 
at the Macallan distillery 
in Speyside that persuaded 
McKidd to make an album 
of homage entitled the 
Speyside Sessions, with 
some of his original friends 
and connections from Elgin.
 Most of the songs from 
the 24 track disk
were recorded near the 
banks of the River Spey, 
included are a number of 
songs written by Robert 
Burns.
 Also on the album are 
several ‘bothy ballads,’ a 
genere that shares a kind of 
kinship with the progenitors 
of American blues, a fact 
not overlooked by legendary 
American ethnomusiclogist, 
folklorist and archivist Alan 
Lomax who, like a latter-
day Burns, roamed the 
Highlands in search of its 
traditional songs.
 What began as a 
gathering of a group of old 

friends in an old house on 
the River Spey over the 
winter holidays quickly 
evolved into a project that 
spanned the history of 
Scottish music.
 This labour of love 
is given voice in Kevin 
McKidd’s rendition of ‘For 
These Are My Mountains.’ 
The lyrics recount the classic 
tale of a man eager to escape 
the confines of his small 
town to seek his fortune 
in the wider world.  
 After years of travel 
the protagonist returns to 
his childhood home with 
his hard-earned wealth to 
find, “They’re less than the 
pleasures I first left behind.” 
It is clear throughout his 
performance that the song 
holds special significance for 
Kevin and the final lines of 
the song may as well have 
been written for him and the 
Speyside Sessions: “At night 
by the fireside old songs 
will be sung,/At last I’ll be 
hearing in my own mother 
tongue.”

McKidd, born in Elgin in 
1973 and at the age of 17, he 
went to work at the Macallan 
distillery. He later went to 
work with the Lumsden 
family of coppersmiths, 
where he was apprentice 
to the famous Elgin 
coppersmith Alan Lumsden.
 First theatrical foray was 
as a member of the Moray 
Youth Theatre. Planning 
to study engineering, he 
initially attended Edinburgh 
University before changing 
tack he decided to enroll at 
Edinburgh’s Queen Margaret 
College to study drama. 
He then joined Edinburgh 
Universit’s student theatre 
company, Bedlam Theatre.
 Now aged 43, McKidd 
has had some years away 
from Speyside yet his 
passion for his homeland, 
and the distillery where 
he once worked, speaks 
volumes.
You can download the album 
from http://thespeysidesessions.
com, with a donation to Save the 
Children.

Speyside memories relived
Re-telling the tale: filming in progress 

Yet more
Galore…

IF YOU haven’t seen the new 
remake of Whisky Galore, sit back 
relax as the film is now going to be 
on general release in Scotland from 
the beginnng oF May, showing 
in Odeon Cinemas from Ayr to 
Aberdeen. 
 The new film. directed by 
Gillies Mackinnon and scripted 
by Peter McDougall, has a host 
of celebrated actors, from Gregor 
Fisher to Eddie Izzard. 
 It’s a classic tale made even 
more lifelike by its new lease 
of life. The story follows the 
inhabitants of a Scottish island 
who try to plunder 50,000 cases 
of whisky from a nearby stranded 
ship. 
 The perennial story of a united 
community putting itself against 
officialdom and authority has 

resonances the world over. 
 The original film, directed 
by Alexander Mackendrick for 
Ealing Studios, was based on the 
novel by Sir Compton Mackenzie. 
This was actually inspired by the 
real events of 1941, when the SS 
Politician went aground in the 
Outer Hebrides. The shipwreck 
led to a hilarious battle as the wily 
islanders on nearby Eriskay tried to 
salvage the huge cargo of whisky 
on board, all the while dodging the 
mainland authorities.

 Should you miss the general 
release you can also apply for 
your own screening through the 
website www.whiskygalore.com [1] 
and http://www.arrowfilms.co.uk/
screen-it/ [2]
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T: 01651 872237
Market Square, Oldmeldrum, Aberdeenshire, AB51 0AA

OPEN
SUNDAY

11am
-5pm

Berry’s
of Oldmeldrum

Everything
you need to make
your house a home

T: 01651 872237 • www.berrysfurniture.co.uk

Welcome to our Farm Shop. 
We sell meats and game, cheese and 
biscuits, wines and coffees plus a 
selection of preserves and chutneys. 
Great hot food takeaway and 
homebakes. 

It is with great pleasure and confidence we 
offer Aberdeen Angus Beef, I am sure the 
flavour, tenderness and succulence will not 
disappoint you. 

Homemade ready meals and Steak Pies.

Costcutter Supermarket

  The Square
Ellon

Tel: 01358 720281

Visiting Ellon?

  We have the biggest range of

 Whiskies for miles around.

Costcutter Supermarket

  The Square
Ellon

Tel: 01358 720281

Visiting Ellon?

  We have the biggest range of

 Whiskies for miles around.

VISITING ELLON?
We have the BIGGEST range of

Whiskies for miles around.

The Square, Ellon     T: 01358 720281

The Bookmark
34 High StreetGrantown-on-Spey, Moray. PH26 3EH 
Tel. 01479 873433   www.thebookmark.co.uk

Why not feed your mind while you 
partake of the water of life?
The Bookmark stocks an idiosyncratic selection 
of books appealing to all tastes. 

Perfect presents for all whisky lovers, 
their friends and families.

Open Tuesday - Saturday, 10am - 4pm
for Coffees/Teas/Lunches

ALL FRESHLY MADE
Private Functions can be catered for

Find us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/theworkscoffeeshop

Locoworks Road, off Harlaw Road (behind Aldi), Inverurie  AB51 4FY
Look for the big blue doors!

T: 01467 207770

THE PUBLISHERS of the 
Whisky Trailer are delighted 
to have persauded the talented 
graphic artist David Gray to turn 
his hand to producing yet another 
of his charming feature maps. 
David, who worked for many 
years in advertising in Glasgow 
and Edinburgh, produced the 
highly successful companion 
maps for travellers on the Jacobite 
summer steam train from Fort 

William to Mallaig as well as one 
for the equally exciting line from 
Inverness to Kyle of Lochalsh. 
Also in the series is a souvenir 
map of the West Highland Way.
Plans are afoot to produce an 
enhanced, souvenir version of this 
Whisky Trailer map, will be for 
sale through local outlets. 

Further details of all these maps: 
www.northernbooks.co.uk

Read how they brought the West Highland Railway 

over the hills to Fort William and then took it on to 

the Atlantic to catch the booming fish trade.

 
From local stockists: £4.95
www.northernbooks.co.uk

The Story of the WEST HIGHLAND

What’s on – and where
Spirit of Speyside Whisky Festival – April 27 to May 1
“Launched in 1999, the Spirit of Speyside Whisky Festival has developed 
into one of the largest events of its kind in the world. More than 500 different 
events.” 
Details: www.spiritofspeyside.com

Islay Malt and Music festival – May 26 - June 3
Details from: www.islayfestival.com

Whisky An’ A’ That – ‘Around first Saturday in June’ in Ayr Town Hall.  
Details from: www.robbiesdrams.com

World Whisky Day – May 20
“Events are taking place all over the globe. If you can’t find an event happening 
near you why not host your own World Whisky Day event? All you need is a 
bottle of whisky/whiskey to share with your friends”.
Details www.worldwhiskyday.com

The Spirit of Stirling Whisky Festival 
Check details for 2017 
www.spiritofstirlingwhiskyfestival.co.uk

The Whisky Fringe, Edinburgh
Check details for 2017 
www.royalmilewhiskies.com

Scotch Malt Whisky Society 
Events held throughout Britain, throughout the year
Details: www.smwsevents.co.uk


